
� Brooklyn Based 
With ROIL, Christine Sciulli mesmerizes, intimidates 

and provides the perfect selfie setting 
by Regina, MogileV$k,l)",l 

Christine Sciulli's medium of choice is projected light ,  "It's like standing in a darkroom, rocking a tray of 
developer in anticipation of the photograph's first hint of an image," Sciulli says about her wo rk. "To me, 
it i s  about trying to harness the ineffable." And harness it she does in ROIL, her mesmeric installation at  
Smack Mellon, a gallery i n  a historic building below the Manhattan Bridge in  Dumbo. 

\Alalking into ROIL is, at first, a n  act of apprehension. You step into an industrial space with the windo'n'S

blacked out; all street noise immediately halts "ith the shut of the heavy door. As your eyes adjust to the 
darkncs5;, you start to distinguish a sprawling landscape in front of you. It seems to unfurl from every 
corner of the room-wisps of light that twirl and coil across the space. There's a fantastic dichotomy to 
the energy that the piece builds-although the gallery is almost silent, the work itself seems to buzz with 
crackling movement. A s  you journey deeper into ROIL your mind roams, free associating foam racing 

across the ocean, lightning. ribbons, waves, cracks rippling through the earth, all spilling over and across 
and into one another. The choreography is hypnotic. 






