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A clover field grows in Brooklyn: John Street
Pasture opens to the public on Saturday

By Rob Abruzzese
Brookyn Paiy
o e

Ilere's some thin gyoun
don'tseein Brooklyn
everyday — a clover
field

John Street Pastare,
located at 1 John
Streetin DUMDB®,
will open 1o the
public this Saturday,
but a group of
reporters pot a
chance %o preview the
¥emporary park along,
with Regina Myer,
president of the

Jehn Street Pasture, a temperary liv ng earthwerkunder the Manhattan Br dge wil epen te the pub ic BmOkbrn Brldge

en Saturday. The Breekyn Eaglc get a prev ew of the exhib t that celebrates green space, agr culture Park. and Andrea

andthe trans tena naturc efurban land Phetesby Reb Abruzzese. Reymosa, the
artist/farmer
responsible for

creating the installatien, en Tuesday merning

The parkis cutrently cevered in magnificent green clevers and will bleem crimsen fleiwvers ever the upceming weeks. It's 2
temperaty design meant te celebrate preen space, agriculture and the transitienal nature efurban land. It will eventually
betaken dewnteiward the end of July te make reem for censtructien of 2 42 unit cende buil ding

“Just te establish public use for the fitst time on this site frem the aspect of building 2 park is such 2 wenderful milestene
feor the Breeklyn Bridpe Park.” Myer said. “I'hat we can start eur park in the nerthern sectien by the Manhattan Bridpe
using Andrea's visien is 2 wenderful cellaberatien.”
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Amy Lipton and Kathleen Gilrain of Smack Mellon A.J. Pires, from Alloy Nancy Webster, execut yve director of th eBrooklyn Bridpge Park
Couservancy Repina Myer, president of Brooklyn Bridpe

“I'hefactthatthe seil has been denated by the park, it brings meaning and putpese and creates 2 new interpretatien ef
P ace,” Reynesa added. “1 Jehn Street, peeple will remember this as the firstinitiative step as an art piecealse as
cemmunity awareness and giving it meaning thatitdidn't have befere ”

Aside frem being 2 fantastic living art instillatien, Jehn Street Pasture has 2 mere practical appli catien. The clevers are
acting te nitregenize the seil which will then be reclaimed and used threugheut the ether areas ef the Breeklyn Bridpe
Park.

Plans fer the pasture started te come tegether last July with Reynesa werking with Smack Mellen. Alley Develepment,
whe ewns the let, appreved the preject in September and by December Breeklyn Crange jeined and began cens tructing it.
Because of the especially celd winter, seeds weren't planted until March 21st, but Reynesa said thatended up being, preat
timing, as itis just bleeming neiw less than a week befsre it epens te the public

‘There is an irrigatien system in place te water the clevets, but Reynesa said that is mestly a2 backup and that seasenal rain
sheuld be preficient te keepithealthy When the prejectisreadyte be taken dewn, pygmy peats will be breughtin te
fraze

“It speaks velumes abeut the sustainable farming precess, especially in an urban envirenment where yeu are net expesed
te clever creps, " Reynesa s aid. “I'here will be a lot of educatienal eppertunities te have children ceme in and witness
that.”
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Am) Lipson of Smack Mellon A.J. Pires of Alloy Kathleen Glrain of Smack Mellon Nancy Webster, from the Brooklyn Bridpe Park
Corsenvancy, Andrea Reynosa designer of theirstallat on

The land was fermerly ewned by Cen Edisen, heiwever, it s beenin a state ef neplect for many yeats and has never been 2
spet Cen EEd used te preduce energy Even theuph the pasture will eventually be remeved, censtructien has already begun
te build en te Breeklyn Bridpe Park sutreundinp the entire arez, te the waterfrent and all the way up te Jay Street.

John Street Pasture is enly ene part of Smack Mellen's F@@®Dshed: Agriculture and Artin Actien exhibitien th at will epen
this Saturday Itis fecused en sustainable agriculture, entrepreneurship and the artist's use of feed as subject matter The
exhibitien and pregramming will alse include 14 artist exhibits in the Smack Mellen pallety aswell as a prejecten @1d
Fulten Street and ene near the Squibb Park Bridge near Celumbia tHeights.

“Peeple are invited in te check iteut,” Reynesa said. “It s a2 beautiful garden and 2 peaceful space It is 2 minimalist
rectangle ef preen and seen te be crimsen. Peeple can ceme here, it s 2 bit neisy with the bridge everh ead, but visuallyit s
a very calming place ”
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Eventually this lot will house a 42 unit eondo building but unt 1 Julyit will be a lush
pasture of clovirs beneath theManhatan Bridge in DUMB®
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