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Artists Probe Urban Agriculture

by Allison Meler on Juyl 2014

Andrea Reyrnosa’s John Street Posture,” o publfic project at 1 John Street in Dumbo, Brookiyn in
colloboration with BrooMynt Grange Alloy., & Smack Mefion {photograph by Etienne Frossard cour'esy
of Smack Mellon)

Whie food cu ture has shifted to local production and sustainable farming, there's a so a
vein of aittak ng these issues into projects that mx agr culture w th activism. FOOOshed:
Agricuiture and Art in Action, curated by Amy Lipton, opened last month at Smack Mellon in
Dumbo, has 14 New York based artists examining what we eat.

n collaboration wth Smack

Mellon’s FOODshed, Alloy real estate
deve opment. and Brookiyn Grange,
art st Andrea Reynosa planted a 6.000-
sqQuare-foot field w th clover that is
sprouting red flowers alongside the
Manhattan Bridge. The space was
formerly a park ng lot. The flourish of
vibrancy s temporary, but Reynosa is
planning that through the c over, a site
that might otheiwise be an empty
construction lot w Il have life that willin
turn amel orate the soil before a

condominium moves in

S milaily, much of the work in

FOODshed is about improving the

Knstyna ond Marek Milde. “4 lo cort” outside Smock balance between urban and natura,

Melfon (phota by the author for Hyperoliergic) while accept ng that places like Brooklyn

aren't goingto retum to
farmtand anytime soon. Another of the neighborhood projects s from Brook yn-based artist
team Kristyna and Marek Milde Called A fo cart, the aitists eorralled some shopp ng cans
into vegetable gardens at O d Fulton Street, and in Smack Mellon are coord nating food
workshops focused on what can be grown co [aborat ve y on the c ty streets

Leto Nodv & Cory Pepcermint’s *OS Feamentation Coloborative Madks, with Fudrs, Vegetobles ond
Microbes " fphoto DY the authicr for Hyperahargig)

|

Tattfoo Ton's ‘NEAKA (New Earth Apocalyp<e Knowledge Advancement)” praject fpheto by the euthor
fer Hyperallereic)

Some of the prolects are more whims ca , such as Jenna Spevack’s “domestic microfams”™
hat transform furniture and arecord p ayer nto apatment ¢ ae growitg spaces.

More conceptual is Rochesterbased Le B Nadirand Cary Peppeimint’s “OS Fermentation:
Collaborative Hacks. with Fiuits, Vegetab es, and Micrabes” The EcoAitTech duo’s pro ect
has custom computer sensors monitoring the fermentation of organ ¢ matenal inreatimeto
show coor leve s, pH, and oxygen, generating adigtal relay ofthe bio og cal processeswe
often forget. Raten Island based Tattfoo Tan, meanwhi e, 3Kes it to the extreme with

hs “NEAKA {New Earth Apocalypse Know edge Advancemem),” preparing for

adevast ating disaster by examining processes of dehydiating food waste into new
mateiial. {Anaccompany ng giant metal catamaran arr ved after my visit emphas zing the
scae of peril)

Th s Wednesday, SmackMéllon is hosting @ pane discuss onon creatinty in urban and
wuradl farming w th some of the artists and members of the su stainable food community As
pait of the currentartand eco ogy trend, there s def nitely achance here for community
engagement with agiculture n New York City with the diversity of projects and pub ic
programs However the strongest piece s still outside the gallewy, that stretch of ¢ over by
the bridge offering some fleetng beautyin a rec amed space before the high nse, perhaps
the besttactecooqy has ina ¢ty that wil not stop deve op ng any time soon. Yet as a

ol aboratonbe!ween rea estate park and atisy, it defin te v offeis hope in how greenery
can be a component of the tiban landscape.

Habitat Fer Artists Cellective (Ssmon Oroper, Michee! A<bil Carmen Acuna Oon McGinley. Srendon
Cruz. Jessico Poser, Lisa Breznak and Scon Cercoron) & pre fect fer pop-up Stucio< eut of susten edle
metenels (pheto by the euthor for Hyvperollereic)

Kristmoond Morek Miide ¥ lo cot” phetogrophsofthecorte out o the skreets (o by the authov
fov  yp evavergi'e)

Kristyne and Marek Mitde, A la can” workshop table (photo by the auther for Hyperaliergic)

Joy Gometl. Prss & Vinegor (et ond fer menl)* insteloten, bosed on her rondpeven g’ beckeep.r.g
«®ONg with her onrthome fermend'ng{photo Oy e outhor for HyDerelergic)
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Notalie Jeremierko s AQRAQS” growrg in thegalie.y hoto by the vulhor Oy f erolergic)

FOODshed continues ot Smoack Metlon (92 Pliymouth Street Dumbo. Brooklyn) through July
27



