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Amanda Mathis, Under Renovation

“For all of my life, I’ve had an innate preoccupation with frequently rearranging my living space, moving my furniture and possessions 
to new locations. Altering the space gives me a different sense of being in the room – it heightens my awareness of the things in my 
environment. With my installations, I still manipulate interiors, but now do so through architectural means. I explore the possibilities 
of interior spaces by modifying or adding to their original state.

With Under Renovation, I have altered Smack Mellon’s interior with an architectural addition, while also addressing the subject of 
building materials and methods from the past and present. Like this gallery, many old buildings in New York are made new again 
through contemporary renovations. The history of their architecture is partially concealed beneath more recent remodeling. A 
contrast exists between materials, craftsmanship, and aesthetic of old and new construction. With this installation, I have fused 
elements from the original boiler building with modern materials and techniques, such as those used in the refurbishment of Smack 
Mellon. I used standard building materials to either replicate or mimic interior elements of the original structure. Installations such as 
this allow me to reinvent interior spaces. I acknowledge their distinct characteristics while presenting them in a different way.”

Amanda C. Mathis moved to New York from Florida in 2004 to attend the MFA program at Pratt Institute. During this time, she and 
eleven other women formed an artist collective and organized an exhibition of their work, “210 Forsyth.” She has exhibited in group 
and solo shows in New York and New Jersey. In 2006 she had a solo show at James Nicholson Gallery, “Bringing Down the House”, and 
her work was included in Smack Mellon’s group exhibition, “I can’t quite place it . . .” In that same year, Amanda was selected to 
participate in The Bronx Museum’s Artist in the Marketplace program and the subsequent group show, “Here and Elsewhere.” In 2007, 
her work was included in “between to and from” at the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey. She currently lives and works in Brooklyn, 
New York.




